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Technique: Video, duration 11 minutes 

The video is projected onto a wall 

The video takes place in a white, undefined space. The floor is covered with white sand. Seven 

barefoot women walk on it. They are arranged in a circle, moving around. All of them are slim 

brunettes. They are in their twenties. They wear blouses and skirts. They hold brooms and 

continuously sweep the sand in front of them. 

All the women have long hair. For some, it reaches their shoulders; for others, their waist. One 

woman has her hair braided at the back of her head. The blouses are plain, simple, with long 

sleeves and they fit closely to their bodies. The skirts are slightly gathered from the hip line 

and fall below the knee. The brooms consist of a wooden stick and a straw part at the bottom. 

The women walk slowly, rhythmically. They swing their brooms to the right and left, at the 

same pace, as if in a ritual dance. They look down at the movement of the broom. Sometimes 

their figures are shown in full from the side, sometimes only their legs. Sometimes we can see 

the women from above. At times, the focus is on  their feet, leaving traces in the white sand. 

The trace is swept away, leveled by the broom of the woman walking behind. Thus, the traces 

constantly appear and disappear. The movement of the broom leaves its own marks in the 

sand – arched, carved lines. 

CONTEXT OF THE WORK 

Mircea Cantor creates films and sculptural installations with metaphorical and evocative 

content. This is how the film “Tracking Happiness” can be interpreted. In the context of the 

exhibition section referring to Romanian art after the 1989 revolution and the overthrow of 

Ceaușescu’s regime, the work takes on symbolic meaning. It is a “sweeping away” and 

“cleaning up” of the old order, which doesn’t entirely yield the desired results. The film 

presented at the exhibition won the award for the best short dance film at the Tiburon 

International Film Festival. 


